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 District History 

 
Before Conservation Districts existed many times agencies working with conservation ended up competing with 
each other. Local leadership was needed to coordinate their efforts and tie them into local conditions and priori-
ties. Because of this, the President developed a model Conservation District Law, for consideration by state gov-
ernments. In March 1941, the State Legislature passed an enabling act, which established conservation districts in 
Wyoming. Conservation districts were to direct programs protecting local renewable natural resources. The Big 
Piney and  Pinedale districts were the first two districts to organize in the State of Wyoming. In 1986 the two dis-
tricts combined to form the county wide district it is today.  Wyoming now has 34 conservation districts in 23  
counties. 

Mission Statement 
Sublette County Conservation District has the mandate to assist and promote the  

protection and preservation of public lands, natural resources, soil, water, and  
wildlife; the development of water and prevention of floods; stabilization of the  
ranching and agriculture industries; protection of the tax base; and providing for  

the public safety, health, and general welfare of the citizens within Sublette County.  
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As a  legal subdivision of the Wyoming State Government, the District Board of Supervisors, who must be 
residents of the county, constitute a policy making group elected by the people of Sublette County  on 
the general ballot. Five supervisors serve staggered four year terms, and conduct meetings held  the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month which have two basic purposes; to decide on conservation district policy and 
monitor their implementation. Supervisors also participate in committees, district associations, and 
groups in which they represent the district.  

Board of Supervisors from left to right: Coke Landers, Meghann Smith, David Pape, Darrell Walker, (1 Vacant Position) 



Subdivision Reviews 
Wyoming State Statutes require a developer of a subdivision to obtain a review and recommendations from the 
local Conservation District, regarding soil suitability for  various uses such as erosion control, flooding hazards and 
sedimentation. In 2017 we provided recommendations for 2 minor subdivisions and 1 major subdivision.  
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Cooperating Agency/Federal Land Planning (Coalition of Local Governments) 
We are a participating member of the CLG, which strives to promote, facilitate and participate in public discussion 
and educational opportunities that address science-based, sensible and economically effective solutions in order to 
market, package, endorse, inform and promote continued responsible natural resource development. Darrell Walk-
er represents the district. The CLG’s 2017 involvement  included:  
Cooperative Agency involvement on  Bureau of Land Management (BLM)  Resource Management Plans (RMP)’s 
Pinedale, Rock Springs and Sage Grouse 9 RMP’s 
Reviewing and commenting on both BLM & USFS Environmental Impact Statements (EIS)’s 
Normally Pressurized Lance Area, Sage Grouse Focal Areas, Riley to Natrona Pipeline,  
US Forest Service Upper Green River Area Rangeland Project 
Cooperative Agency development of  Environmental Assessments (EA)’s 
Boulder Travel Plan, Temporary Non Renewable 2017, James Ryegrass Grazing Association, LLC 

Wyoming Public Lands Initiative (WPLI) 
Wilderness Study Areas or WSA’s are areas of 
land determined to have wilderness potential, 
but which required further study to determine 
final designation. County advisory committees 
were formed to gather information and collab-
oratively develop recommendations within 
each county, recommendations are then sub-
mitted to the County Commissioners for fur-
ther considerations. The final step would be to 
compile recommendations statewide into one 
Congressional package. The SCCD hosted a public field trip to WSA’s in order to personally observe the WSA and its 
wilderness characteristics or lack thereof.  Michael Henn and Coke Landers sit on the committee and attend regu-
lar meetings.  

Forest Collaborative 
This is a diverse group of individuals that have formed with an overall effort at improving forest health in Sublette 
County. The group teamed up with state and federal land management agencies to make recommendations for 
landscape based projects in the county. The group identified 6 areas; Upper Hoback, Boulder Lake, Big Sandy, 
Moose Gypsum, Apperson Creek and New Fork Lake. Michael Henn sat on this committee.  
 



 
Outreach Activities 

 502 Facebook followers 
 Quarterly Newsletters 
 Email blasts  
 Weekly Sublette Examiner articles 

 

 

 

 

 
Fun at the Fair! This year’s fair booth highlighted soil biology with 
the “What’s Eating Your Shorts” demonstrating the biologic activi-
ty of the soils in different precipitation zones in Sublette County. 
The Stream Trailer provided hours of sandbox activities for the 
young and the old.   
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Bondurant School Education Days 

Weather Balloon Launching 

Kindergarten Field Day 

Spring Expo pedal/pull race 
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The Surface Water Program collected 265 chemical samples 
this year on 5 rivers within  Sublette County. Data collected is 
provided to state and federal agencies to assist in determin-
ing guidance in their public land use policies. Our field season 
begins in March and is completed in November. Between 
August and September over 140 macroinvertebrate samples 
were collected from 42 sites. These aquatic insect samples 
are sorted, identified, counted and analyzed for changes in 
trend from year to year.  
 
We also meet with Wyoming Department of Environmental 
Quality to plan each field season. We  accompany them to 
their pre-determined sites in order to ensure our samples are 
being collected in accordance with 
their standards.   

 
 
Kathy makes a monthly visit to the Anticline Disposal facility to assist their staff in sam-
pling water before it is released into the New Fork River. The Anticline Disposal cleans, 
treats and recycles water that has been used for oil and gas production.  
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 Green River  New Fork Hoback  Sandy’s 

Green River-6 sites New Fork River-10 sites Hoback River-2 sites Big Sandy-2 sites 

Gypsum Creek Willow Creek Jamb Creek Little Sandy-2 sites 

Beaver Creek Duck Creek Fisherman Creek  

Horse Creek-3 sites Pine Creek-2 sites Dell Creek  

Soaphole Basin Pole Creek-2 sites Cliff Creek  

Cottonwood Creek-2 sites Boulder Creek-2 sites Granite Creek  

Muddy Creek Boulder Irrigation District-2 sites   

North Piney East Fork River-2 sites   

Middle Piney  Silver Creek   

South Piney Muddy Creek   

 

The Water Quality Program established 53 different site locations on 5 rivers within Sublette County 
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The Range Program at Sublette County Conservation District provides technical assistance to private 
landowners and land management agencies (both federal and state) throughout the year.  Their exper-
tise in credible vegetation data collection and rangeland management strategies continues to be an asset 
in Sublette County. Team members strive to create positive, long term, cooperative rela-
tionships between Sublette County landowners and 
land management agency personnel.    
 
Achievements in 2016-2017 included: 
In 2016-2017, SCCD Range Staff assisted with monitoring on 

over 650,000 acres (public land) in Sublette County 

and over 10,000 acres (private land-depicted in grey on 

the  map).   
 

Range staff  collected reclamation data on 14 sites. 

 

Range staff led 2 workshops around the state in an effort 

to educate Conservation District staff and private landown-
ers on the importance of Ecological Site Descriptions, se-
lecting appropriate monitoring techniques and soils/
vegetation relationships.                                                         

SCCD read 68 upland and riparian transects as related to 

the  projects in the table (left). 

 
 

 
Prior to each field season, Range 
Staff meet with NRCS, BLM, USFS, 
WGFD and private landowners to 
discuss the monitoring needs for 
the summer.  These coordination 
meetings have proved invaluable 
to the cooperative effort made to 
complete the workload that we 
take on each year. 

Legend

Sublette County Boundary

Sublette County Lands Monitored

Surface_Ownership

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Bureau of Land Management

Bureau of Reclamation

Forest Service

Private

State

Water

Rangeland Health              
Assessment Grants 

Cooperative Monitoring 

Carnahan (3 allotments) Mesa Common 

North La Barge Common Cora Stock Drive 

Hoback C&H Common Prospect Mountain (old RHAP) 

 Silver Creek 

 Upper Green 

Conservation Planning Soaphole Common 

Big Piney area Marincic Common 

Boulder area Muddy Canyon (old RHAP) 

 Cora Y Individual 

 Beaver-Horse 

 Little Sandy  
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The program has worked to im-
plement the USFWS Greater 
Sage-Grouse Candidate Conser-
vation Agreement with Assur-
ances for Wyoming Ranch Man-
agement (CCAA) on roughly 
18,746 acres of private and State 
lands. Additionally, the program 
conducted sage-grouse fence 
collision inventories for BLM on 
approximately 35 miles of fence; 
assisted the WGFD to conduct 
sage-grouse lek monitoring; 
helped to complete sage-grouse 
habitat assessments; and contin-
ued to participate as a repre-
sentative on the Upper Green River Basin Sage Grouse Local Work Group (SG LWG). Projects implemented 
through the SG LWG primarily included cheatgrass control efforts and 13 windmill to solar water well conversion 
projects in an effort to lessen windmill raven perches which predate heavily on sage grouse.   
 
 

 
The Great Conservation Idea Grant offers cost-share to individuals 
or groups interested in great conservation ideas that might other-
wise go unfunded due to competition with larger, more expensive 
projects. In 2017 Two projects were funded; 1) Bondurant Elemen-
tary School Goes Green, a project aimed at beautifying the area 
around the school with a tree/shrub planting to provide habitat for 
birds and small animals and to teach the students hands-on conser-
vation and research; 2)Community Demonstration, Installing a Tree 
and Shrub Break at the 4H/UW Extension building in Sublette 
County to educate residents about natural wind/snow/visual 
breaks and the benefits of water conservation achievable through 
tools such as a drip irrigation system.    

 
 

Bondurant Elementary goes green 



 

Quaking Aspen  490  

Caragana (Siberian Pea Shrub) 325  

Crab Apple  150  

Lilac 215  

Potentilla (Cinquefoil) 200 (Arbor Day/student handouts) 

Sumac (skunk bush)  55  

Englemann Spruce  30  

 Rocky Mtn Juniper  60  

Cotoneaster  25  

Chokecherry 50  

Native Plum 50  

Nanking Cherry 50  

Red Osier Dogwood 50  

Golden Willow  150  

Trial Species-Apricot   25  

   

Perennial Flowers 100     

Rolls of  weed barrier 5    

Tubex tree shelters 625     
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The Seedling Tree Program enables landowners to obtain trees at nominal cost. The purpose of the program is 
to encourage conservation plantings such as living snow fences, streambank stabilization, visual screens or 
noise barriers as well as agricultural benefits.  Trees adaptable to this area are available for purchase October - 
April of each year with delivery in early May. Tree planting aids are also available for purchase in an effort to 
increase planting survivability. Thousands of trees have been sold since the program began thus enhancing 
both rural and urban landscapes by providing conservation benefit and beautifying the area.  

 

 
2017 Sales Totaled 1,725 seedlings  
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Wyoming Water Development Commission was estab-
lished in 1975 to promote the optimal development of the 
state's human, industrial, mineral, agricultural, water and 
recreational resources.  
 
The purpose of the Small Water Project Program (SWPP) 
is to participate with land management agencies and 
sponsoring entities in providing incentives for improving 
watershed condition and function. Projects eligible for 
SWPP grant funding assistance include the construction 
or rehabilitation of small reservoirs, wells, pipelines and 
conveyance facilities, springs, solar platforms, irrigation 
works, windmills and wetland developments.  
 
 
 
 

 
Projects should improve watershed condition and 
function and provide benefit for wildlife, livestock 
and the environment. Projects may provide improved 
water quality, riparian habitat, habitat for fish and 
wildlife and address environmental concerns by 
providing water supplies to support plant and animal 
species or serve to improve natural resource condi-
tions. Projects consist of either; new water supply 
projects or the rehabilitation of existing water supply 
projects.  
 
 
 

      
In 2017 we sponsored 5 projects in the  

         Upper Green River Watershed:  
 

 Bald Mountain Spring 
 Tanner Hill Spring 

 Badlands West Spring 
 Mountain Home Spring 

 Soaphole Ditch 

Watersheds studies within  
Sublette County boundaries 

In Progress 

Proposed 

Com-



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Fontenelle Fire (Piney Creeks Project)-This is a multi-practice, multi-year project, includ-
ing relocation of grazing for the grazing rest period, and weed control efforts. Grazing 
rest period is over and  fence infrastructure has been restored. Fear of undetected back-
country weed infestations urged the use of a backcountry horseback surveillance and 
control effort thus weed control efforts are still underway.  
 

Red Desert to Hoback Migration Fencing Project- There are over 100 fences that deer have to navigate in the corri-
dor between the Red Desert and the Hoback area, many of which are not wildlife friendly. The objective of this pro-
ject is to maintain permeability. This can be achieved through conservation easements, improving road crossings, 
habitat improvement in stopover areas, and fence modification.   
 
US Fish & Wildlife Service/Big Sandy Fish Barrier-  This fish barrier is a means to conserve native species by provid-
ing an area in the Big Sandy River where other predatory fish cannot access. The multi-year planned fish passage 
project includes several steps, the first of which is building a fish barrier on the Big Sandy River to help protect the 
genetically pure populations.  
 
Wyoming Game & Fish Department/Condos Wetland –This is a wetland project where a culvert has failed. The pro-
ject will purchase a new culvert and water control structure. 
 
US Fish & Wildlife Service/Lazy River Ranch Swan Pond– This is a wetland project to benefit swans. Dikes will be 
placed to inundate some currently irrigated land on the New Fork River floodplain in order to 
make the water deeper and hold it longer through the summer months.  
 
Wyoming Game & Fish Department/Windmill Solar Conversions– Research suggests territorial 
breeding pairs of ravens predate sage-grouse nests and chicks. The removal of man-made fea-
tures from the landscape that can serve as nesting sites for specific territorial breeding pairs of 
ravens and control ravens when/where necessary by means such as removal of nests and con-
structing deterrents. These windmills were converted to solar pumping plants.  
 
Wyoming Game & Fish Departement/Wyoming Range Mule Deer– The projects purpose is to 
provide the cost of a rider to the South LaBarge Grazing Association (SLGA), located in the area of the Wyoming 
Range Mule Deer Habitat project. The habitat project proposes  a number of vegetation treatments. An important 
factor influencing success of the treatments includes rest from grazing. Treatments are generally small but scat-
tered across the grazing area.  
 
Cliff Creek Project—  The District partnered with Wyoming Game and Fish, Sublette Coun-
ty Weed & Pest, Hoback Grazing Association and the United States Forest Service to imple-
ment post-Cliff Creek fire conservation measures.  This project was funded for 2 years and 
includes constructing 1.5 miles of wildlife-friendly high-tensile electric wire fence  along Cliff 
Creek to reduce livestock grazing in the area, hiring a rider to assist with the occasional 
movement of livestock out of the burn area as well as locating and identifying noxious and 
invasive weeds inside the burn perimeter.  
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Karen Clause leads the plant walk  

proper tree planting  
makings products from milk 

strawbale gardening 

                  Event Schedule 
  9:00 AM–Vendor Booths Open 
  9:45 AM- Products from milk/cream 
10:00 AM- Kids Activity Booth Opens 
10:15  AM- The Buzz About Bees 
10:30 AM-Properly Plant Trees 
11:15  AM- Plant ID Walk 
12:15  PM- Chicken Roundtable 
12:30 PM- Products from milk/cream 
 1:15   PM -Seed Spitting Contest 
 1:30  PM- Kids Pedal (Tractor) Pull 
 2:15  PM- Wy Myths about Gardening 
 2:15  PM- Plant ID Walk 
 3:00 PM- Properly Plant Trees 
 3:45 PM- Horses on Small Acreages 
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Our first ever...EXPO enabled us to reach small acreage 
land owners with an interest in sustainable agriculture and 
community living. Sublette county has seen a dramatic 
increase in interest in raising chickens, goats, milk cows, 
pigs, as well as fruits and vegetables. There is also in-
creased interest in sharing those commodities with the 
rest of the community. This hands-on workshops provided 
demonstrations and vendor booths that focus on different 
avenues of natural resource management such as small 
acreage pasture management, beekeeping and gardening 
techniques.  

 
This EXPO was intended to reach the community with an emphasis on those who own small tracts of land. We fea-
tured many different learning experiences from backyard gardening to manure management. Our Spring EXPO was 
held in June with over 300 adults and 50 kids in attendance. Visitors were each given a re-useable grocery tote bag 
filled with information collected from the demonstrators and vendors.  The “Buzz About Bees”   was the most pop-
ular presentation. Another well attended demonstration was done by Molly Landers on “Making Products From 
Milk”. The Produce Peddler was practically sold out by days end.  
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     Working in Sublette County is a gift I am thankful for.  2016-2017 was another great year of NRCS working 
with the people of this county to accomplish their resource objectives.  The Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) is the main funding program available to landowners.  Through this program, NRCS in Sublette 
County obligated 5 contracts totaling $419,000 covering 15,000 acres.  EQIP projects included: headgate re-
placement and diversion dams; invasive species treatment (cheatgrass) along with prescribed grazing plans 
and assisting in converting existing fencing to wildlife friendly fencing standards.   Conservation Plans were im-
plemented in various forms on 90,366 acres over the past year.  The SCCD and NRCS office can be a busy place.  
NRCS has provided information, answered inquiries or attended site visits with over 100 customers.  We regu-
larly coordinate with 15 entities to work and plan joint projects.  Due to prolonged high water this past year, 
NRCS and the SCCD have worked together to administer two Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) Projects 
within our county to remove a threat to irrigation infrastructure.  NRCS is also active in local groups such as the 
Upper Green River Basin Sage-Grouse local work group and the Invasive Species Task Force.   Of special note 
has been a large project implemented in the Boulder area with Sublette County Weed and Pest.  6,000 acres of 
cheatgrass was treated across federal, state and private landowners.   I also provided technical information to a 
wide variety of local groups and enjoyed participating in the SCCD’s Spring Expo organizing a group of local ex-
perts on raising chickens in our high elevation environment. 
 
Here’s to another year of conservation! 

 
 
 

 
   Jennifer Hayward, NRCS District Conservationist, Pinedale Field Office 
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 Year End Financials 
July 2016—June 2017 

Income  

Federal Grants  132,147.93 

State Grants 225,310.85 

County Funding 627,827.00 

Miscellaneous Revenue 21,823.15 

Water Monitoring-Pinedale Anticline 219,378.87 

Total Income 1,226,487.80 

Expense  

Administration 249,898.75 

Operations 743,103.97 

Indirect Costs 166,739.68 

Total Expense 1,159,742.40 

Net Income 66,344.26 



Members of the Sublette County Wyoming Public Lands Initiative and the public discuss 

Shoal Creek Wilderness Study Area on the July 2017 tour 



  

 

A Word From  

The Board  

2017 marked the   

76th year since Wyoming  

Conservation Districts first be-

gan to organize . Imagine the 

accomplishments that have 

been made possible by putting 

conservation on the ground 

through local  leadership. In the 

very early years the districts 

sold seed, rented out equip-

ment, and participated  in con-

servation planning efforts. To-

day conservation districts are  

unique, each having their own 

priorities, similar to others but 

different . We monitor water 

quality and public grazing allot-

ments in order to protect the 

tax base, sell seedling trees, 

partner on various projects 

county wide, assist landowners 

with conservation plans, and 

sponsor educational work-

shops . We have a lot going on 

and are always on the lookout 

for project opportunities. Give 

us a call if you have an idea or a 

project you’d like to discuss.   

Coke Landers, Chairman, Rural 

SCCD board member since: 2010 

Served on the Medicine Bow CD 2008/2009 

Area 5 Director for WACD 

Co-Chairman WY Public Lands Initiative 

Membership:  

Green River Valley Cattlemen’s Assoc.,  

WLB/Brand Program Stabilization Working Group 

Education: B.S. in Rangeland Ecology,  

and Watershed Management 

coke_landers@hotmail.com 

 

Darrell Walker, Member, Urban 

SCCD board member since: 1973 

Membership:  

Green River Valley Cattlemen’s Assoc.,  

Serves on Pinedale Planning & Zoning board,  

Sublette County  Farm Bureau,  

Elder -Church of Resurrection 

Education: B.S. Soil Science,  

M.S. in Agronomy & Soils 

ddw@wyoming.com 

 

 

David Pape, Treasurer, At Large 

SCCD board member since: 2011 

Membership: GRVCA 

Education: A.S.in Animal Science,  

B.S. in Ag Business 

Co-owner of Pape Ranches  

papedavid2550@gmail.com 

 

 

 Meghann Durbrow Smith, Rural 

SCCD board member since: 2016  

Membership: District Commissioner  

& Instructor Pony Club, 

Wyoming Native Plant Society,  

Sage & Snow Garden Club   

Education: BS in Wildlife Biology  

mdurbs14@gmail.com 

  

  

  

  

  Vacant Position 
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By working with local people who understand local problems,  

the best conservation measures can be accomplished 

Shari Meeks, Range Program Manager 

SCCD staff since: July, 2015 

Certifications: SRM Prof in Range Mgmt, 

 Membership: Society for Range Mgmt. 

(SW Council rep.), Wy Conservation Distict 

Employees Association Area 5 rep, Green 

River Valley Cowbelles, Bondurant  

Community Club 

Education: B.S. in Range Science   

 

 

Jessica Artz, Range Specialist  

SCCD staff since: May, 2017 

Membership:  

Sage & Snow Garden Club,  

Pheasants Forever, Quail Forever 

Education: B.S. in Fisheries & Wildlife with 

specialization in Wildlife Ecology & Mgmt.   

 

 

 

Sharon Harrell, Seasonal Range  

Field Technician  

SCCD staff since: April, 2009 

Certifications: Licensed Insurance Agent  

Membership: Sublette Barrel Racing Club, 

Women's Professional Rodeo Assoc. 

 

 

 

 

 

Robin Reints, Seasonal Surface  

Water Field Technician 

SCCD staff since: February, 2012 

Elyssa Staker, Seasonal Range  

Field Technician 

SCCD staff since: May, 2017 

Education:  pursuing a degree from 

BYU– Idaho, specializing in  Plant 

and Wildlife Ecology.  Anticipated 

graduation Spring 2018. 

Michael Henn, District General Manager  

SCCD staff since: May, 2015 

Membership: Society for Range Mgmt.,  

Sublette County Unified Fire 

Certifications: WACD/WDA  

Education: B.S. and M.S. in Rangeland Ecology  

and Watershed Mgmt 

 

 

 

 

Sno Ann Engler, Office Manager  

SCCD staff since: September, 2004 

Certifications: WACD/WDA, Notary Public 

Membership: Pinedale Tree Board,  

Green River Valley Cowbelles,  

Sage & Snow Garden  Club 

 

 

Melanie Purcell, Wildlife & Habitat  

Program Manager 

SCCD staff since: February, 2008 

Membership: Society for Conservation Biology,  

The Wildlife Society,  

Soil & Water Conservation Society (Pres),  

WY Native Plant Society 

Education: B.S. in Wildlife Biology,  

M.S. in Zoology and Physiology 

 

 

Kathy Raper, Surface Water  

Program Manager  

SCCD staff since: October, 1999 

Certifications: WACD/UW Water Quality 

Membership: Society for Fresh Water Science,   

Education: B.S. Fisheries Biology  



The SCCD is guided by the legislative declaration and policy of the Wyoming State Legislature - W.S. § 11-16-103 Leg-

islative declarations and policy which states:  

(a)  It is hereby declared that the farm and grazing lands of Wyoming are among the basic assets of the state; that 

improper land use practices cause and contribute to serious erosion of these lands by wind and water; that 

among the consequences which would result from such conditions are the deterioration of soil and its fertility and 

the silting and sedimentation of stream channels, reservoirs, dams and ditches; that to conserve soil, and soil and 

water resources, and prevent and control soil erosion, it is necessary that land use practices contributing to soil 

erosion be discouraged and that appropriate soil conserving land use practices be adopted. 

(b)  It is hereby declared to be the policy of the legislature to provide for the conservation of the soil, and soil and 

water resources of this state, and for the control and prevention of soil erosion and for flood prevention or the 

conservation, development, utilization, and disposal of water, and thereby to stabilize ranching and farming oper-

ations, to preserve natural resources, protect the tax base, control floods, prevent impairment of dams and reser-

voirs, preserve wildlife, protect public lands, and protect and promote the health, safety and general welfare of 

the people of this state. 

In order to put conservation on the ground we work with many different partners. Not all projects  

formulate or originate within our walls, many come to us through other agencies in which we provide 

administrative duties so that the project can be done in an efficient and timely manner.  

These cooperators and partners include but are not limited to:  

WDA, Wyoming Department of Agriculture SC, Sublette County Commissioners 

USFWS, US Fish Wildlife Service UW, University of Wyoming 

WWNRT, Wyoming Wildlife Natural Resource Trust NRCS, Natural Resource Conservation Service 

WGFD, Wyoming Game & Fish Department WWDC, Wyoming Water Development Commission 

WLCI, Wyoming Wildlife Conservation Initiative WGBGL, Wyoming Governors Big Game License 

BLM, Bureau Land Management USFS, United States Forest Service, Bridger/Teton 

RMEF, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation   

UGRBSG LWG, Upper Green River Basin Sage Grouse Local Work Group  

Conservation District Law 
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 Monitor existing living snow fence projects  

  Attend bi-annual trainings with the Northern Rockies Tree School  

 Host the annual seedling tree sale October-April 

 Local tree planting site visits to build a tree species survivability database  

 Provide assistance including design, planting and maintenance for conservation tree plantings 

 Participate in Arbor Day celebrations with Pinedale, Big Piney, La Barge and Bondurant students 

 Work towards an online order form to be placed on our website in order to streamline the ordering system 

Administration     (Duties performed by: Board of Supervisors,  Mike Henn General Manager, Sno Ann Engler Office Manager) 

Seedling Tree Program (duties performed by Office Manager, Sno Ann Engler) 

 

Goal: Encourage the planting of trees to aid in the conservation of soil, water, air quality, and wildlife habitat.  

Promote tree plantings that will benefit the environment and our communities and meet landowner objectives. 

Objectives:  

Goal: To be accountable for all public funds and ensure all District programs are carried out in a responsible manner. 

Objectives:  

 Hold monthly Board of Supervisor meetings 

 Provide financial reports for monthly board meetings 

 Reorganize Board of Supervisor positions in January 

 Complete all state and federal grant reporting requirements 

 Comply with WY Department of Audit accounting standards 

 Comply with annual and quarterly tax reporting requirements 

 Comply with Chapter 1, Wyoming Conservation District financial policies in order to receive state funding  

 Develop and maintain the Fiscal Year 2018 district budget 

 Annually review the 2014-2019 Long Range Plan 

 Distribute a 2017 Annual Report & 2018 Plan of Work  

 Provide walk-in and telephone assistance for the USDA/Natural Resource Conservation Service 

 Maintain public information in the entry greeting area 
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 Continue as a participating agency for CCAA & CCA’s 

 Provide assistance with monitoring, resource inventories and conservation plans  

 Continue to collaborate with partners and groups  

 Encourage mitigation opportunities  

 Pursue projects to research and inventory wildlife habitat  

 Facilitate the Great Conservation Idea Grant Program  

 Further leadership opportunities in wildlife and conservation activities 

 Work to streamline and develop SCCD conservation plan template 

 Pursue funding opportunities for wildlife projects 

 Assist partners with monitoring, planning of conservation activities 

 Review NEPA documents  

 Promote wildlife education activities with youth & adults 

 Build toward an indoor science classroom 

Wildlife and Habitat Program (Duties performed by Melanie Purcell, Program Manager) 

Goal:  Promote land stewardship activities by supporting holistic management of ranch operations on public and  

private lands through maintenance and enhancement of wildlife and livestock habitats.  

Objectives: 

  Continue to provide subdivision review recommendations as required by the state  statute 

  Participate as a Cooperating Agency with the BLM and Forest Service during land management  planning 

 Chair the NRCS Local Work Group  meetings in an effort keep decision making at the local level 

 Assist with conservation ranch plan inventory work 

  Continue to sit on the committee and attend Wyoming Public Lands Initiative committee meetings 

  Work with NRCS on Farm Bill programs and other available cost-share programs 

 Attend monthly Coalition of Local Government meetings on federal land policy issues 

Land Use Planning (duties performed by Board of Supervisors and all staff) 
Goal:   Keep land use planning done at the local level to improve livestock production, wildlife habitat, recreation and 

watershed protection and maintain productivity on rangelands and pasturelands in Sublette County.  

Objectives: 
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 Assist the BLM and the USFS with monitoring and inventory of riparian and upland areas 

Cooperative  and reclamation monitoring 

Ecological site inventory 

Watershed restoration 

 Utilize grants to set projects in motion which will enhance rangeland and overall watershed health 

       Rangeland Health Assessment Grants 

Small water projects 

 Work with operators and agencies in developing grazing and range improvement plans  

 Remain involved in the planning process for permit renewals 

Provide ID Team assistance (if needed) & review NEPA documents 

 Provide technical assistance to private landowners on their agricultural lands  

Small acreage conservation plans 

Assistance with NRCS conservation plans 

Development of a small acreage program 

 Continue workshop development in an effort to enhance understanding of rangeland health 

Range Program (Duties performed by, Shari Meeks Program Manager, Jessica Artz  Range Specialist and Sharon Harrell Field Tech)                                                                                                                                    

Goal: To augment understanding of sustainable rangeland management within Sublette County by employing effective 

and credible rangeland monitoring methods on both public and private lands and supporting relationships between  

private landowners, local and federal government agencies.  

  Objectives: 

 Host Spring EXPO, sponsor a county fair booth and host the “Sublette Pals” Program 

 Quarterly newsletter distribution 

 Social media interactions  and provide email blasts to targeted distribution lists 

 Continue submitting weekly newspaper articles in the Ag section of the Sublette Examiner 

 Maintain the website and direct email traffic to the site  

 Promote Natural Resource education in local schools 

 Invite County Commissioners to monthly Board of Supervisor meetings 

Objectives:  

Public Outreach and Education   (Duties performed by Board of Supervisors and all staff) 

Goal: To increase community awareness of conservation district activities and programs.  

By working with local people who understand local problems,  

the best conservation measures can be accomplished 



 Continue to collect physical, chemical and biological data on the  5 main rivers in Sublette County 

  Provide summary reports to the BLM water quality division from data  collected within the Pinedale Anticline  

  Provide education  to local schools and youth organizations emphasizing the importance  of water quality 

  Assist Anticline Water Disposal facility with monthly water quality sampling 

  Coordinate with landowners for water monitoring efforts 

  Maintain water monitoring data collected in the SCCD database 

  Collect macroinvertebrate samples for 3rd party analysis to determine trend 

 Strategically place 6 continuous monitors along the New Fork River 

 Meet with Wy Department of Environmental Quality to plan the 2018 field season 

 Pursue  grant funding to place continuous monitors along the Big & Little Sandy Rivers 

Water Quality Program (Duties performed by Kathy Raper Surface Water Program Manager, Robin Reints Field Technician) 

                                                                                                                                                                  

 

Goal:  Collect credible, baseline water quality data for surface waters in Sublette County . 

  
Objectives: 

   Complete the New Fork river level 1 study 

  Obtain funding through the Wy Water Development Commission for a level 1 study on the Big Sandy river 

  Continue applying for (SWPP’s) in the Upper Green river level 1 planning area and complete those that were 

funded in the previous year 

Watershed Planning Duties performed by Board of Supervisors and Mike Henn General Manager) 

 

Goal:  Obtain Level 1 watershed studies on all major watersheds in Sublette County in order to provide incentives for  

landowners  to  improve watershed condition and function through the Small Water Project Program (SWPP). 

  
Objectives:  

By working with local people who understand local problems,  

the best conservation measures can be accomplished 
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