
Spotted knapweed
Centaurea maculosa

Spotted knapweed is a biennial or short-lived perennial that develops a 

large tap root and spreads primarily by seeds. The flower of this plant can 

be pink, purple, or occasionally white with surrounding bracts that are 

black or dark-brown fringed. Depending on the plant’s health and 

location, it can have up to 50+ flowers per adult plant. The leaves are very 

narrow and finely divided; they have a thin layer of matted gray hair often 

giving the plant a bluish green appearance, although they may also be 

green and bushy. Spotted knapweed plants produce around 1,000 seeds per 

plant. This weed is known to be allelopathic, meaning it releases its own 

chemicals that can reduce the ability of native plants to compete with it or 

in some situations can kill desirable vegetation. 



Canada Thistle
Cirsium arvense (L.) Scop

Canada thistle has waxy, kelly green, serrated leaves and stems that 

branch out into many flower heads. Flowers are purple in the early season, 

and become white when ready to go to seed.

Canada thistle is a perennial that spreads from both seeds and root 

systems, which makes control particularly difficult. Infestations usually 

begin in disturbed soil, and a combination of control methods are needed 

to eliminate it.



Black Henbane
Hyoscyamus niger

Black henbane is a biennial or annual forb. Stems are erect and branched up to 3 feet 
tall. Leaves alternate on the stem and are coarsely toothed and hairy. Flowers are 1 to 2 
inches in diameter, cream color with purple centers and purple veins. Seed capsules 
are 1 inch long and urn or vase shaped; contain hundreds of tiny black seeds.  This 
plant has a distinct odor. *All parts of this plant are poisonous!

Small infestations can be pulled or 
chopped.



Cynoglossum officinale

Houndstongue is a biennial, spread by seed only. Stems are 
erect, branched near the top, usually 18 inches to 3 ft tall with 
soft leaves and  deep veins. Typically has  two types of leaves: 

basal are broad and lance shaped, upper are narrow and 
pointed with deep veination. Flowers are dark red and form 
clusters at the end of the stems. Tap root. Seeds are teardrop 
shaped (approx. 1/4 inch in diameter) and covered in short 

barbs.* Seeds attach to hair, fur and clothing very easily!

Houndstongue



Perennial pepperweed
Lepidium latifolium

Perennial Pepperweed (giant whitetop) is part of the mustard family. It is 
a perennial forb. It grows first as a woody stem with alternating leaves, 
that resemble a willow. The small white, 4 petal flowers form in dense 
clusters at the top. It likes to grow in wet areas and can get up to 5 ft 
tall. Its extensive creeping root system increases competitiveness for 

water and nutrients while increasing nutrient storage for rapid growth in 
the spring. *Once this plant is established, it takes several years to get 

effective control!



Musk Thistle

Musk thistle is a tap rooted biennial or 

sometimes a winter annual. Flowers are 

larger than a quarter that are bright pink 

purple, with large stiff bracts under the flower.  

Also known as nodding thistle, it reproduces 

by seed only. Rosettes form the 1st year and 

a flowering stem the 2nd year. Musk thistle 

invades pastures, range and forest lands. It 

spreads rapidly forming extremely dense 

stands that will crowd out desirable forage. 

Small infestations can be managed by cutting 

or chopping plants and/or flowers.

Carduus nutans L



Cheatgrass
Bromus tectorum L.

seeds stick to shoelaces and fur. 

Reproduces from seed. Likes to 

establish in disturbance areas. The 

key to eradicating cheatgrass is 

diligence—once you begin the 

process you must be persistent and 

continue follow up treatments for up to 

five to eight years (or however long it 

might take) because cheatgrass seed 

can survive in soils this long.

*After maturity cheatgrass becomes a 

nuisance and a fire hazard.

a.k.a Downey Brome Cheatgrass

ID Facts: Annual grass. Plants are usually 12 to 18 inches tall

Inflorescence is slender 3/8 to 3/4 inch long, drooping; usually turns purple at 

maturity. Leaves are flat and covered in soft hairs. Seed heads drop and 


